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NAGENDAR SHARMA, BBC HINDI RADIO

The ful transcript of the BBC Hindi special programme Aapki Baat
BBC Ke Saath — with well known economist, columnist, former CEO
of Procter & Gamble and author of India Unbound, Gurcharan Das.
The topic for the programme was: Can poverty and unemployment
be removed without economic reforms in India?

Nagendar Sharma: IS it possible to eliminate poverty and
unemployment without economic reforms?

Gurcharan Das: On the contrary, | think the economic reforms are
the solution to India's main problems of poverty and unemployment.
Only by working hard on reforms can India beat its problems, there

is no other solution in my view.

The BJP-led NDA govemment did not lose the elections because of
economic reforms. Nor was Hindutva the reason for their defeat.
They lost since they failed in daily govemance—they failed to

improve the daily life of the common man.

| will give you some of the reasons for defeat: a rickshaw puller says
he has to give 20 paise of every one rupee he eams to the

policeman on the street: a housewife feels the pinch of rising prices
every fime she touches any article of daily use; a common man
cannot even get an FIR lodged without paying money to the police;
and when parents send their children to school, they come back and
say there is a shortage of teachers. These are the issues that led to
the defeat of Vajpayee government. It means nothing changed in the
lives of common man's india.

EBC listener from Raipur: Mr Das, for the first time India has a
nme Minister who specialises in economic matters. Could we
expect a?dlange from the past and expect some good work in the

Gurcharan Das: My feeling is not much is going to change. The
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Eopping gisinvestment in sectors like oil-| think this i
e Hoes not_maﬁef a lot. If Dr Manmohan Singh is loz:;i;::ggn:nt
B 1o my mind, straight on the general elections of 2009 thenah

\d focus On the reforms of governance. This simply means In%l
plog need new policies, there are already a lot. What is ire:
* '.mpleme“‘a.t'c’" c_.f existing policies, their execution. Gover:wargu

in India while life of the common man does not improveents

r Sharma: Mr Das, you have watched Dr M
msing!hl dosely, what hopes do you have ? Lalss

gurcharan Das: If | were Dr Singh, my top priorities would have

been tWO. First and foremost, the agriculture sector, for which the

bluepnrrt in the country IS ready, as | mentioned above. Second is
_lwas shocked to leam that a probe report stated that in

education

BIMARU states, 30 percent of man-days are lost in rural schools as
ieachers do not turn_up.-And in 50 percent of schools there was no
teaching at all. M view is that for the new govermnment the most
important io would be the Human Resources Development
(HRD).

parties who do not agree on many i .
es made by Sonid Gandhi to poor and rural people?

ight, it would not be easy for Dr Singh to

n-:erlt. But he has the example of Vajpayee
govenment, which was a combination of about 24 parties and that

ment did proceed on the path of reforms. What is important i
nt—this remains to

how Dr Manmohan Singh runs the governme
seen. He is a good man, but he is not 2 stron man. Let us §eeﬁom
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ndar sharma: But what path should Dr
m:sr v Manmohan Singh take

haran Das: There are two ways. Fj

GU'°| d be on daily execution. | repeat thar:tlr?cfﬁ:“(:oh:.mb' focus
policies: We need the implementation and execution o?m Nosd new
P isting ones. If Dr Singh could manage this, it would Py
work for the nation. He has to think about ﬁminismmbe a great
gecondly. We should trust the economic reforms, wh e reforms.
answer to one of India's biggest problem-- h ich are the

B mpetitiveness is good for all. Uption. Also,

jistener from Basti: Sir, the forei
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ving Below Poverty Line are 35 percent. Employment and, those
less than one percent and the unemployment rate is tw?; Mand rate is
percent. Farmers are committing suicides and cars and air @ hal
conditioners are being made cheap. Who are these econo
 forms for? Can India be developed by 2020 ? fir

Gurcharan Das: | am moved by your question. T -
can only be removed through economic reforms. '\}Seurl\ne::tpwem
understand the meaning of reforms. Take the Telecom Sacto fo
example. Till 1990, there were 50 lakh telephones in India 'I?roda;
there are six and a half crore telephones in the country and 20 lakh
telephones are being added each month- tell me, why‘was this not
possible before rgfonns? S_o_who has benefited out of this? The
common man. His productivity has increased. Similar success can
be achieved in power sector. What | mean to say is that the true
meaning of reforms has to be understood. We need to have real
reforms, which means more investment is required, which would
yield more jobs for the educated unemployed.

gBC listener from Allahabad: Mr Gurcharan Das, it is a pleasure
to talk to you—could you please explain why can't state govemments
in India take harsh fiscal measures, and why they revert to populist

measures time and again? Jayalalitha has already started this, a
week after a crushing defeat.

Gurcharan Das: | am really sad that the state governments of Tamil
Nadu, Andhra and Punjab are either giving free power or are talking
in terms of giving it free to farmers. | think that these governments
can leamn something from the past and utilise the same money for
infrastructure development and schools, instead of such populist
measures.
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